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Ideas & Suggestions to Incorporate Popcorn into Your Lesson Plans…

· When Columbus met Native Americans, they were wearing popcorn necklaces to honor corn. Make popcorn necklaces with your class.

· Have four bags of popcorn with different amounts of kernels. Make sure one bag has 100. Have your students guess which one has 100.

· Favorite popcorn graph: Have Parmesan cheese, cinnamon and sugar, and buttered popcorn for students to taste. Have the children graph their favorites by adding a popcorn shaped paper with their name on it to a class graph. 

· Grow a kernel of corn in a zip lock bag. Add a moist paper towel and 3-4 kernels in a bag (to help them sprout quicker, soak them overnight) Keep a journal of the growth.

· Use popped popcorn and/or kernels to decorate pictures, clouds, vases, etc.!

· Make a popcorn book on popcorn shaped paper: I like ____________ on my popcorn. I like to eat popcorn when I ____________. I like popcorn because _________________.

· Make a language chart:


· Name something white and yellow like popcorn

· Name something that changes form like popcorn

· Name another healthy treat like popcorn

· Name something heavier than popcorn

· Name something lighter than popcorn

· Name something you could fill with popcorn

· Name something you could do with popcorn other than eat it

· Use popped popcorn or unpopped kernels as counters at your math center.

· Show the students a bag of kernels. Have them guess how big a container the corn will fill when popped.

· Read the story The Popcorn Dragon by Jane Thayer. Before reading, hide a bag of popcorn for each child in the room, using their noses to ‘sniff’ out the popcorn!

· Make popcorn! Use math skills to measure and count unpopped kernels and popped popcorn. Include fractions and percentages to get the class thinking.  

· Have a sense –ational popcorn party! Have your students use their senses. Popping sounds; kernels rattling in a tin; butter smell and taste; visual appearance of kernel versus popped popcorn; feel of hard kernel to soft.

· Recipe contest. Have your students create their favorite popcorn recipe.

· Write several sentences omitting punctuation. Have students glue kernels where periods and/or commas should be.

· Have a taste test of various popcorn brands and flavors. Be sure to write to the popcorn companies with your results!

